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1 Introduction 

The purpose of the Investintech ñAbsolute PDF Serverò is to collect documents, process them 
i.e. convert them to a different format and then return the result back to the sender. All 
collected files are placed into a queue and processed using several threads. 

The collected files are processed by converting PDF documents to several different formats 
(MS Word, MS Excel, Searchable PDF, simple text documents or other files (*.PPT; *.RTF; 
*.INI; *.LOG; *.GIF; *.JPG;*.JPEG; *.PNG; *.PCX; *.VSD) ï see section 11.1). 

The files are collected by the following 2 methods: 

¶ From the Local Network ï see section 5 

¶ Via E-mail (MS Exchange Server, POP3, MAPI ) ï see section 7 

1.1 System Requirements 

The following are the system requirements for using Absolute PDF Server: 

¶ MSXML 6.0 and Visual C++ 8.0 Runtime (Microsoft Visual C++ 2005 SP1 
Redistributable Package) installed. 

¶ Windows Server 2000, Windows Server 2003, Windows Server 2008 and Windows 
Server 2008 R2, or a client (desktop) configuration of Windows 2000, Windows XP 
Windows Vista or Windows 7. 

¶ Minimum 128 MB RAM. 

¶ Minimum 60 MB free disk space for the PDF Server program and 1-10 gigabytes free 
disk space for storing temporary data (this amount depends on the traffic and 
program configuration (e.g. whether the processed files are stored on the Server 
computer). 

¶ Access to E-mail system (if the files are to be sent via email). 

¶ Sharing of specified folders for incoming and outgoing files (if the clients will send files 
via local network and Watched Folders will be located on the server computer). 

¶ Access to specified folders on other computers (if the server will pick up files for 

processing by local network and Watched Folders will be located on clientsô 
computers). 

¶ Corresponding MS Office applications installed (in case you want to use Absolute 
PDF Server to convert MS Office document to PDF). 

¶ Corresponding native application installed (in case you wish to use Absolute PDF 
Server to convert from any other format other than MS Office) 

¶ MS Exchange Server installed (if clients will send files via E-mail, using one of MS 
Exchange options) 
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2 Before Installing Absolute PDF Server 

2.1 Required Software Updates 

The following software updates should be installed prior to installing Absolute PDF Server. 

¶ MSXML 6.0 SP1 ï download from :http://goo.gl/5GF6X 

¶ Visual C++ 8.0 Runtime ï download from: http://goo.gl/ycYrT 

Note: If this software is not installed beforehand, you will be prompted to download and install 
it during the installation of Absolute PDF Server. 

2.2 Additional Requirements for Windows Vista 

If you are installing Absolute PDF Server on Windows Vista, please make sure the User 
Account Control is turned OFF i.e. disabled. 

2.3 Starting the Print Spooler 

Before installing Absolute PDF Server, please make sure the Windows service Print Spooler 
is started (Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Services). 

 

Figure 1: Starting the Printer Spooler 

Locate the Print Spooler service and set the following: 

¶ Status ï Started 

¶ Startup Type - Automatic 

http://goo.gl/5GF6X
http://goo.gl/ycYrT
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3 Installing Absolute PDF Server 

Important notes: 

¶ Install as administrator ï the application must be installed by the administrator i.e. 
the user account with Administrator privileges. 

¶ Remove previous version of Absolute PDF Server ï if a version of Absolute PDF 
Server is already installed, it must be uninstalled first including all registry files left 
behind. 

In order to begin installing the Absolute PDF Server double-click the executable file 
(setup.exe). The following window will be displayed. 

  

Figure 2: Installation procedure (step 1/7) 

Click ñInstallò and the automated installation of Visual C++ Runtime Libraries will begin. In a 
couple of moments, the following window will be displayed. 
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Figure 3: Installation procedure (step 2/7) 

Click ñNextò to continue. The License Agreement window will be displayed. 

 

Figure 4: Installation procedure (step 3/7) 

Click ñNextò to continue. The window for choosing the installation folder will be displayed. 
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The following options are available: 

¶ Installing to a default folder - if you want to install to default folder (C:\Program 
Files\Investintech.com Inc\Absolute PDF Server 3.0), just click ñNextò. 

¶ Installing to a different folder ï to install to any other folder, click Browse and 
locate the desired folder 

¶ Checking the disk cost - you also have the option of checking the available space 
on your local discs/partitions (see section 3.1). 

The following window will be displayed once you click ñNextò. 



 

Absolute PDF Server 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page: 11 / 86 

  

Figure 5: Installation procedure (step 4/7) 

The setup will now be ready to install the Absolute PDF Server on your computer. You can 
still review the settings and choose to go back and modify them. 

In case you are satisfied with the chosen parameters, click Next to begin installing the 
program. The following window will be displayed. 
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Figure 6: Installation procedure (step 5/7) 

After a couple of moments, the installation will be completed and the service login dialog will 
be displayed. 

 

Figure 7: Installation procedure (step 6/7) 

Enter credentials for logging into your computer (administratorôs account) and click OK. The 
following window will be displayed. 
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Figure 8: Installation procedure (step 7/7) 

Click ñCloseò to exit the setup. The dialog for choosing the desired trial option or purchasing 
the application will be displayed (see section 3.1). 
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3.1 Checking the Disk Cost 

The ñDisc Costò option allows you to check the amount of available space on your hard disks 
and partitions and make it easier for you to decide where you want the application installed. 

 

Figure 9: Checking the Disk Cost (step 1/2) 

Click ñDisk Costò and the following window will be displayed. 

 

Figure 10: Checking the Disk Cost (step 2/2) 

The following information is available: 

¶ Volume ï shows the volume letter 
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¶ Disk Size ï shows the total size of the disk/partition 

¶ Available ï shows the available space on the disk/partition 

¶ Required ï shows the required amount of space 

¶ Difference ï shows how much space you will have left after installing Absolute PDF 
Server
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3.2 Choosing the Trial Option 

Once you complete the installation, the window for choosing the desired trial option or 
purchasing the Absolute PDF Server will be displayed. 

 

Figure 11: Choosing the trial option 

The following options are available: 

¶ Start Trial ï choose this option if you want to be able to use the program without 
registering i.e. just click Proceed and the program will start; the limitations to using 
this version of the program are 

o It can be used for no longer than 30 days 

o Watermarks will be displayed throughout the converted files 

o You can convert 3 pages per document 

¶ Full Trial ï choose this option if you want to use a fully functional version of the 
program for a period of 30 days; you will be required to fill out the registration form 

¶ Buy Now ï choose this option to purchase the program 

¶ Activate a license -  

1. Click to this, console will be started and you will be able to press ñActivate 
nowò or ñBUY NOWò button depends on if you get full trial or full (purchased) 
PIN. 

2. Once you complete the purchase, you will receive a PIN number which you 
should enter here (see section 4 for further information about the registration 
procedure) 
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4 Activating Absolute PDF Server / Entering the PIN 

After purchasing the Absolute PDF Server license, you will receive a PIN number. In order to 
enter it, click Activate License within the startup dialog. 

 

Figure 12: Choosing the Activate a License option. 

The main console will be displayed and please press ñActivate Nowò (top-right corner). The 
following page will be displayed. 
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Figure 13: Completing the 4 step product activation 

The activation is a 4 step procedure: 

1. First enter the 12 digit PIN number you have received (note that the program will 
auto-populate the input field below with a different PIN which you should give to our 
representative) 

2. Then, call +1 416 920 5884 

3. Next, provide the number which is shown in the input fields below the phone number 
(immediately after you enter the 12 digit PIN) 

4. Finally, enter the authorization code and click Activate 



 

Absolute PDF Server 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page: 19 / 86 

5 Absolute PDF Server Interface 

This section will list and explain all elements of the Absolute PDF Server interface. 

 

Figure 14: Absolute PDF Server Interface 

The following options and parameters are available: 

¶ Manage ï this is the screen displayed by default where you have the option of 
starting the program either as service or as an application 

o Start Service ï click this button to start using Absolute PDF Server as a 
service (see section 5) 

o Start Application ï click this button to start using Absolute PDF Server as an 
application (see section 11) 

¶ Monitor - the console for monitoring ongoing jobs (see section 13) 

¶ Configure - the options for opening a configuration file, saving a backup configuration 
file, etc (see section 5.2) 

¶ Job Tickets ï the option for managing the job tickets, i.e. all conversions (see section 
11) 

¶ Activate now (enter PIN) ï the option for activating the product (see section 4) 

¶ Log file ï the option for viewing the log file (see section 5.1) 

¶ Help file ï the option for viewing the manual. 



 

Absolute PDF Server 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page: 20 / 86 

5.1 Viewing the log file 

In order to view the log file, click Log File option in the upper right corner of the main interface. 

 

Figure 15: Viewing the log file (step 1/2) 

The log information will be displayed. 

 

Figure 16: Viewing the log file (step 2/2) 

Each log file contains PDFServer.cfg at its beginning, i.e. the exact configuration used to start 
the server as well as information on which server modules had been started. 

The log file is then used for logging information on errors, warnings and exceptions so that it 
can help solving issues that might have happened. 
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Note: The maximum allowed size for the log file is 300 KB. In case this size is exceeded, a 
new log file will be created automatically. 

5.2 Configuring Absolute PDF Server 

Absolute PDF Server allows you to save and use multiple program configurations. In order to 
start managing different configurations, click Configure in the mine menu. 

 

Figure 171: Choosing option Configure from the main menu 

The following page will be displayed. 

 

Figure 18: Options for configuring Absolute PDF server 

The following options are available: 
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¶ Open ï the option for opening a configuration file (see section 5.2.1) 

¶ Close ï the option for closing the configuration file 

¶ Save - the option for saving the changes to the configuration file 

¶ Save As - the option for saving the configuration file under a different name 

¶ Discard ï the option for discarding the changes 

¶ Validate ï the option for validating the configuration file (see section 5.2.2) 

5.2.1 Opening the Configuration File 

In order to open and apply a previously saved configuration file, choose option Open within 
the Configure screen. 

 

Figure 19: Opening a configuration file (step 1/2) 

The following page will be displayed. 

 

Figure 20: Opening a configuration file (step 2/2) 
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Choose the configuration file (note: the extension is.cfg) and click open. The configuration file 
will be loaded. 

 

Figure 21: Configuration file successfully loaded 

The following options and parameters are available: 

¶ Watched Folders ï the option for specifying folders which will be used for placing the 
input files; the Absolute PDF Server will then automatically monitor these folders for 
new files and process them (see section 6.1). 

¶ Email ï the option for setting up Absolute PDF Server so that it collects the files for 
processing via email (see section 7). 

¶ File Processing Folders ï the option for managing the paths to the folders which will 
be used for storing files i.e. organizing files according to their status (see section 8). 

¶ Fine Tuning Processing ï the option for performing fine adjustments (see section 
9). 
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5.2.2 Validation of the Configuration File 

The purpose of configuration file validation is to check if all important information has been 
specified because the Absolute PDF Server cannot function properly in case invalid 
parameters have been set in the PDFServer.cfg file. 

During the validation of the PDFServer.cfg file, the Absolute PDF Server checks if all required 
paths have been specified, if the addresses or domains have a correct format, etc. 

In order to validate the configuration file, first open it and then choose option Validate from 
the Configure screen. 

 

Figure 22: Validating the Configuration File 

The Absolute PDF Server will validate the configuration file and display the result. The dialog 
below will be displayed in case of successful validation. 

 

Figure 23: Successful validation 

If the validation has not been successful, a dialog containing the reason for the failure will be 
displayed (e.g. ñThe specified path is invalidò). 

 

Figure 24: Unsuccessful validation 
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6 Collecting Input Files from the Local Network 

The Absolute PDF Server allows you to collect and convert files from your local network. The 
first step in setting up this method is specifying the folders which will be used for storing the 
input files. These folders are called ñWatched Foldersò 

In order to start setting up the Watched Folders, choose Open from the Configure screen. 

 

Figure 25: Setting up the watched folders (step 1/3) 

The following window will be displayed. 

 

Figure 26: Setting up the watched folders (step 2/3) 

Select PDFServer.cfg  and click Open. The configuration file will be loaded (note: this is a 

configuration file with the default settings which can be changed ï see section 5.2). The 
following window will be displayed. 
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Figure 27: Setting up the watched folders (step 3/3) 

Click Configuration -> default -> Input File Monitoring -> Watched Folders (On). The 
following options are available: 

You can either click on the + symbol to expand and manage the existing Watched Folders or 
click New Monitored Folder to create a new one. 

6.1 Managing the Watched Folders 

The Absolute PDF Server allows you to specify folders, called ñwatched foldersò which will be 
used for placing the input files. The Absolute PDF Server then automatically monitors these 
folders for new files and processes them. In order to start managing the Watched Folders, 
click the + next to that label. 

 

Figure 28: Managing the Watched Folders 
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The following options are available: 

¶ Defaults ï click this to view or edit the default settings which are applied in case no 
particular Watched Folder is setup 

o Default tickets for conversion ï specify the locations of the default tickets 
for converting file from PDF to other formats (which contain set of instructions 
on how the conversion should be performed). 

Á Job Ticket File ï click this icon  on the right to browse for the job 
ticket file which will be used for converting documents from PDF to 
other formats. 

o Limits File ï click this icon  on the right to browse for the limits file, i.e. 
the file which contains information on the limit for maximum allowed number 
of pages within a document. 

o Output Folder ï specify the folder which will be used for storing processed 
documents. 

¶ Watched folder for specific formats ï the Absolute PDF Server allows you to setup 
watched folders for specific formats; each of the available formats has a dedicated 
page for managing these settings; to start setting a watched folder for a format, click 
on it in the list (see section 6.1). 

6.1.1 Setting up a Watched Folder for Specific Format 

The Absolute PDF Server allows you to setup watched folders for specific formats. In order to 
start setting a watched folder for a format, click on the desired format in the list, e.g. PDF To 
Excel and make the desired changes. 

 

Figure 29: Setting up a Watched Folder for Specific Format 

Note: further information about the available settings can be found in 6.2. 
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6.2 Creating a New Watched Folder 

In order to create a new watched folder follow these steps: 

1. click Configure in the main menu 

2. use Open to open the desired configuration file 

3. click Watched Folders within the configuration tree structure on the left 

4. click the New Monitored Folder 

 

Figure 30: Creating a New Watched Folder (step 1/2) 

The following window will be displayed. 






















































































































